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ABSTRACT — This study aims to: 1) compare demographic
factors affecting students’ expectations toward the Japanese
language courses (JPN), 2) compare demographic factors affecting
students’ perceptions toward the Japanese language courses (JPN),
and 3) compare students’ expectations and perceptions toward the
Japanese language courses (JPN). The sample consisted of 339 first-
to third-year students enrolled in JPN-101 to JPN-301. Data were
collected using a questionnaire and analyzed using mean, standard
deviation, percentage, independent sample t-test, one-way ANOVA,
and paired sample t-test.

The results revealed that reasons for studying and prior
experience in learning Japanese significantly influenced both
expectations and perceptions. Students with intrinsic motivation or

prior Japanese language experience demonstrated higher levels of
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expectations and perceptions than those without. In addition, there
was a statistically significant difference between expectations and
perceptions across all five dimensions, with expectations
consistently higher than perceptions. This finding reflects a gap
between students’ and their actual

expectations learning

experiences.
Keywords — Expectations, Perceptions, Japanese Language
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